
The Family of David Laurence Melton 

David (Dave) Laurence Melton, son of Frederick George Melton and Marjorie Collins, was born 

in July 1944 in Pakenham, Suffolk. 

He married Christine (Chris) Sheila Chittenden on 6th September 1965 in Ipswich, Suffolk 

 

  

Chris & Dave’s wedding day, 1965 Chris & Dave’s 40th wedding 

anniversary 2005 

They have two children: 

 Andrew (Andy) John born 4th June 1969 in Ipswich. 

 Timothy (Tim) James born 1st June 1971 in Ipswich. 

    

Tim (left) & Andy c1972………….     and a few years later…….. 



Tim married Michaela M Lynch on 6th September 1997 in Ipswich, and they have one daughter, 

Georgia Emily born 30th October 1998 in Ipswich. 

 

 

Chris & Dave with Georgia at her christening c1998 

 

The Melton family 2005: 

 



Generation 2 – Dave Melton’s Parents: 

 

Frederick George Melton & Marjorie Collins 
 

Dave’s father, Frederick George Melton, was born 12th March 1908 in Pakenham, Suffolk, son of 

Walter John Melton and Louisa Nellie Theobald. He died on 13th July 1989 aged 81 years, at his 

home – 11 Town Green, Stowmarket, Suffolk, and on his death certificate is listed as a retired 

Poultry Farmer. On his wife’s death certificate in 1995 he is listed as a retired handyman. 

In 1911 Frederick George was living with his parents at The Telegraph Inn, Pakenham. 

In 1932 (in Suffolk) he married Dave’s mother, Marjorie Collins, who was born 4th Jan 1913 in 

Long Buckby, Northamptonshire. She died on 25th Feb 1995 in Ipswich, Hospital, Heath Road, 

Ipswich, Suffolk aged 82 years. On her death certificate she is listed as a retired shop 

assistant. 

 

           Frederick & Marjorie on their   and later in life………… 

                   Wedding day, 1932 

 

Frederick George and Marjorie had four children: 

 Kenneth George born January 1933 in Pakenham and died c2007 

 Derek Walter born December 1934 in Pakenham 

 Leslie Nigel born in 1941 in Pakenham 

 David Lawrence born July 1944 in Pakenham 



   

Dave in 1944      Dave aged c10 years old 

Kenneth married Beryl Wilton in 1955 in Chepstow, Monmouthshire (where he was at an Army 

camp). He then married Sylvia Mallinson on 22nd January 1962 in Wokingham, Berkshire. Sylvia 

had two adopted daughters called Lynn & Susan, and she and Kenneth also went on to have Philip 

born c1962 in the area of Reading, Berkshire & Paul born c1964 in the area of Bradford, 

Yorkshire. Philip married Diane Aucott c1985 in the area of Loughborough, Leicestershire and 

they had Krystie Laura born c1988 in Leicestershire and Rebecca Jayne born c 1990 in 

Leicestershire.  

Derek married Margaret Yare/Marjorie Hodgson c1956 and had Anthony born c1957, possibly in 

Singapore as this is where they were stationed at the time. They divorced in 1960 and Derek 

then married Joycelyn (Joyce) Buchannan in 1966 in the area of Wallingford, Berkshire. They 

divorced in 1985 and Derek then married Jodie in c1987. 

Leslie married Thelma Beech in c1966 in Angelsey, Wales and they had Ian Nigel born c1968 in 

the area of Pontypridd, Glamorganshire and Samantha Jane born c1971 in the area of 

Glamorganshire, Wales. 

 

Dave, Les, Derek & Ken c1956 (left to right) 



For information on Pakenham village, go to http://www.pakenham-village.co.uk/History/PV2Mbk/PV2MbkC.shtml 

Currently very little is known of the ancestors of Marjorie Collins. Her death certificate states 

that she was born on 4th January 1913 in Long Buckby, and the only birth certificate that 

matches this data is for a Margery Collins born 4th Jan 1913 in Welton, Long Buckby, near 

Daventry. Her mother is listed as Lillian Collins, a domestic servant, whose residence is listed as 

5, Barholm, near Stamford. 

Information provided by Dave Melton, December 2011: 

I believe that mum lived in Oakham or Morecut/Morecott, Rutland with her uncle Laurie & Aunt 

Ivy (Laurence Robinson). I don’t know if he was her mother’s brother though. Mum’s aunt ran the 

Telegraph Inn in Pakenham and she worked this (note from Zoë – this must be where she met 

Dave’s dad). She was possibly a housekeeper to two uncles, and wasn’t treated very well. There 

are no known brothers and sisters and its believed that her mother died young.  

 

Generation 3 – Dave Melton’s Grandparents: 
 

Walter John (Jack) Melton & Louisa Nellie Theobald 

 
Dave grandfather, Walter John (Jack) Melton, was born c1880 in Pakenham, Suffolk, son of 

Walter John Melton and Sarah Beales. He died in 1958 in Pakenham aged 78 years old, and was 

buried in St Mary’s Church, Pakenham. 

In 1881 Walter John was living with his parents at The Street, Pakenham and in 1891 he was a 

scholar, living with his parents at The Bake Office, The Street, Pakenham. 

By 1901 Walter John had left home and was living at 59 St Johns Road, St Margaret’s, Ipswich, 

lodging with a Frederick Cook & family. He had a job as a bus conductor.  

Dave’s grandmother, Louisa Nellie Theobald, was born c1877 in Holy Trinity, Colchester, Essex, 

daughter of Frederick James Theobald and Eleanor Eliza Appleby. She died in 1961 in Pakenham 

aged 84 years and is buried in St Mary’s Church, Pakenham with her husband.  

In 1881 Louisa Nellie was with her parents at Maldon Road, St Mary at the Walls, Colchester & 

by 1891 they had moved to London Road, Lexden, Colchester and Louisa was a scholar. 

In 1901 Louisa is recorded as visiting Charles & Emily Mumford at 26 Swanfield Road, Cheshunt, 

Hertfordshire and was an Assistant School Mistress. 

Walter John & Louisa Nellie married in Colchester, Essex in 1905. In 1911 they were living at 

The Telegraph Inn, Pakenham, Suffolk where Walter was a publican and a baker with his own 

account, working from home (i.e. self employed).  

http://www.pakenham-village.co.uk/History/PV2Mbk/PV2MbkC.shtml


They had the following children: 

 Frederick George born 12th March 1908 in Pakenham (see above, Generation 2) 

 Stella Louise born c1921 in Pakenham 

Stella married Ronald A B Watts in 1947 in Pakenham and was a sub Post Mistress.  

Information from Dave Melton, December 2011:  

I don't know where he came from but he was a Calvary man and took his horse into the Second 

World War. Apparently there was almost a mutiny because the ministry updated the Calvary to 

a Tank unit and shot all the horses, which as you can imagine somewhat miffed the officers who 

privately owned their own horses 

 

Generation 4 – Dave Melton’s Great Grandparents (1): 
 

Walter John Melton & Sarah Beales 

 
Dave’s great grandfather, Walter John Melton, was born c1853 in Pakenham, son of George 

Melton and Mary Ann Palmer. He died in 1900 (just one year after his father) and was buried on 

15th November 1900 in Pakenham aged 47 years. 

 

In 1861 he was living with his parents at Fen Street, Pakenham and by 1871 he was a carpenter, 

still living with his parents in the same place.  

 

Dave’s great grandmother, Sarah Beales, was born c1847 in Bardwell, Suffolk, daughter of 

John Beales & Caroline Jackaman/Jackerman She died c1938 in the district of Bury St Edmunds 

(probably Pakenham) aged 91 years. 

 

In 1851 Sarah was living with her parents by The Green, Bardwell and in 1861 they were still in 

the same place and Sarah was a scholar. By 1871 Sarah was working as a servant at Pakenham 

Lodge. She was one of eleven servants working for Thomas & Martha Mary Ann Thornhill.  

Walter John and Sarah married c1874 in the district of Thingoe, Suffolk (probably Pakenham). 

In 1881 they were living at The Street, Pakenham & Walter John was still a carpenter. They 

lived next door to the Vicarage and Nether Hall.  

In 1891 they were living at The Bake Office, The Street Pakenham and Walter John was now a 

carpenter and a baker. They were living just down the road from the Telegraph Inn where their 

son Walter was later to become the publican. Sarah’ sister Harriett was living with them, along 

with their niece (possibly Harriett’s illegitimate daughter) Beatrice Ellen Beales. 

By 1901 Sarah was a widow, still living at the Bake Office, and was now a baker and an employer 

(rather than a worker), presumably she took over the Bakery business when Walter died. Her 



sister Harriett was also living with her and was also a baker. In 1911 she was still living in The 

Street, Pakenham, but no longer had an occupation listed. Her son George was living with her. 

Walter John and Sarah had four children: 

 George Charles born c1875 in Pakenham 

 Eliza M born c1877 in Pakenham 

 Annie Elizabeth born c1879 in Pakenham 

 Walter John born c1880 in Pakenham (see above, generation 3) 

 

Generation 4 – Dave Melton’s Great Grandparents (2): 
 

Frederick James Theobald & Eleanor Eliza Appleby 
 

Dave’s great grandfather, Frederick James Theobald, was born c1849 in Lexden, Colchester, 

Essex, son of James Theobald and Anne Percivall (tbc). He died in 1925 and was buried on 12th 

Nov 1925 in Lexden, Colchester aged 76 years. 

In 1851 he was living with his parents in Lexden Street, Colchester and in 1861 he was a scholar, 

still with his parents in a cottage on Lexden Street. By 1871 he was living with his widowed 

mother in cottage number 44 in Lexden Street, and was a carpenter. 

Dave’s great grandmother, Eleanor Eliza Appleby, was born c1851 in Lexden, Colchester, 

daughter of John Appleby & Emma Rudd. She died in 1918 and was buried on 7th Sept 1918 in 

Lexden, Colchester aged 67 years. 

In 1851 when she was 9 months old she was living with her parents in Lexden Street, Colchester. 

In 1861 she was a scholar and with her parents at the Post Office, Lexden Street and in 1871 

she was still with her parents at house number 65, Lexden Street, and was a domestic (servant).  

Frederick James & Eleanor Eliza married in 1876 in Colchester. In 1881 they were living on 

Maldon Road, St Mary in the Walls, Colchester. Frederick was a joiner & journeyman and Eleanor 

was a housewife. Eleanor’s mother, Emma Appleby was living with them at this time. In 1891 they 

were living on London Road, Lexden, Frederick a carpenter & joiner, Eleanor had no occupation. 

In 1901 they were living at number 97 Lexden Street. Frederick was still a carpenter and joiner. 

By 1911 they were living at 1 Embley Villas, Colne Road, Lexden, Colchester and Frederick was 

still a carpenter and joiner at this point.  

Frederick and Eleanor had three children: 

 Louisa Nellie born c1877 in Holy Trinity, Colchester (see above, generation 3) 

 Kate born c1880 in Holy Trinity, Colchester 

 George born c1882 in St Mary’s, Colchester 



Generation 5 – Dave Melton’s 2 x Great Grandparents (1): 
 

George Melton & Mary Ann Palmer 

 
Dave’s great great grandfather, George Melton, was born in 1815 and baptised on 2nd July 1815 

in Pakenham, son of George Melton & Elizabeth Thrower. He died in 1899 and was buried on 3rd 

June 1899 in St Mary’s Church, Pakenham aged 84 years. 

 

Dave’s great great grandmother, Mary Ann Palmer, was born in c1818 in Lavenham, Suffolk. 

(Her parents are unknown at this time). She died in 1888 and was buried on 26th October 1888 

in St Mary’s Church, Pakenham, aged 70 years. 

 

George and Mary Ann married in c1840 in Pakenham.  

 

In 1841 they were living on Bridge Street, Pakenham and George was a carpenter. George’s 

parents were living with them. In 1851 they were in the same place, and George’s occupation had 

not changed. In 1861 they were living on Fen Street, Pakenham, and George was still a carpenter. 

In 1871 they had not moved, but now George was a Master carpenter employing 3 men and 1 boy. 

In 1881 they have not moved and George now employed 2 men and 1 boy. By 1891 they have 

moved to Grimstone Rd, Pakenham, where George was still listed as a carpenter. 

 

George & Mary Ann had five children: 

 George born c1842 and died c1853 in Pakenham of Typhoid after drinking polluted water 

 Ann born c 1844 in Pakenham 

 Elizabeth born c1845 in Pakenham 

 Eliza born c1848 in Pakenham 

 Walter John born c1853 in Pakenham (see above, generation 4) 

 George Alfred born c1856 & died aged 18 weeks in Pakenham. 

 

 



This photo was found on the website http://www.pakenham-illage.co.uk/History/PV2Mbk/s5_C2ModernPak.htm 

and shows “Chippy” Melton, believed to be Dave’s 2 x great grandfather George (in the trap), 

and his son Walter John Melton, Dave’s great grandfather (standing mid picture). The young boy 

with the men could be Dave grandfather Walter John (Jack) Melton, who would have been c10 

years old at the time that this picture was taken. 

 

Information from Dave Melton, December 2011: 

That pony trap he is sitting in is identical to the one I can remember my Mum & Dad delivering 

papers in pulled by our old horse Tommy Turpin. Knowing how thrifty the Melton’s were it could 

have been the same one as it was only about 60 years later. 

My Granddad ran the post office and when he retired Auntie Stella took over as post mistress. 

My Dad & Granddad built the house and it was split in two with the post office at one end where 

Stella & Ron lived and we had the other end with the field beside as a poultry farm, but just 

after Dad came back from the war there was an outbreak of fowl pest and he had to close the 

poultry farm and went to work at the Sugar beet factory in Bury St Edmund's and took over the 

local news agency for Pakenham & Gt. Barton. Later he installed 2 petrol pumps and opened up as 

a repair garage and Taxi service with mum as reserve driver and me and brother Les as pump 

attendants.  

I guess I always had a desire to build things.  

 

One of my earliest constructions was my Soap Box Jalopy  

aged 8 years 

Aged of 12 
I progressed to my    

Austin Seven special 

Which we raced round the 

field: 

Sadly my early racing hopes never made it to formula One 

Mum never worked in the post office and as far as I can 

remember neither did Grandma because she was the school mistress. Up until the early 50's we 

still kept a few chickens, a pig (called Jenny Green) who had a litter every year that we raised 

and sent to the Elmswel bacon factory to be cured as hams, and a cow (called Daisy) for milk 

which we made into butter and cheese. I can remember it was my job to turn the butter churn 

handle which seemed to take forever. 

 

Generation 5 – Dave Melton’s 2 x Great Grandparents (2): 

 

John Beales & Caroline Jackaman/Jackerman 
 

Dave’s great great grandfather, John Beales, was born c1828 in Bardwell, Suffolk, the son of 

Joseph Beales & Rose Gant. He died in 1898 and was buried on 18th August 1898 in Bury St 

http://www.pakenham-illage.co.uk/History/PV2Mbk/s5_C2ModernPak.htm


Edmunds Cemetery aged 70 years (see the 1891 census information below regarding his place of 

burial). 

 

In 1841 John is living with his parents in Nox Lane, Bardwell. No occupation was listed for him on 

this census. 

 

Dave’s great great grandmother, Caroline Jackaman/Jackerman (the spelling is different on 

different records) was born in 1828 and baptised on 13th July 1828 in Mendlesham, Suffolk, the 

daughter of Samuel Jackaman/Jackerman and Mary (surname unknown). She died in 1870 and 

was buried on 12th July 1870 in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Bardwell, aged 42 years. 

 

Caroline cannot be found on the 1841 census 

 

John & Caroline were married c1847 in the District of Thingoe (probably Bardwell), Suffolk 

 

In 1851 John & Caroline were living by The Green in Bardwell, and John was a farm labourer. The 

1851 census records also show John with his parents and listed as an unmarried man. This could 

have been an error on the part of his parents, or he could have been visiting them when the 

census enumerator called and then been back at his own home when the enumerator called again, 

and so been recorded twice. This doesn’t explain why he was listed as an unmarried man though! 

 

In 1861 they were in the same place, & John was an agricultural labourer. Caroline died in 1870 

and John cannot be found in the 1871 & 1881 census records.  

 

In 1891 he was in the Thingoe Union Workhouse in Bury St Edmunds, listed as a retired farm 

labourer & a pauper. I believe that this is where he died in 1898 and hence was buried in Bury St 

Edmunds.  

 

John and Caroline had seven children: 

 Sarah born c1847 in Bardwell (see above, generation 4) 

 George born c 1850 in Bardwell 

 Charles born c1853 in Bardwell 

 Caroline born c1855 in Bardwell 

 Maria born c1858 in Bardwell 

 Jessa born c1861 in Bardwell 

 Harriett born c1866 in Bardwell  

 

 

Generation 5 – Dave Melton’s 2 x Great Grandparents (3): 

 

James Theobald & Anne (possibly Percivall) 

 
Dave’s great great grandfather, James Theobald, was born on 21st October 1803 in Layer de la 

Haye, Essex, and baptised 6th November 1803, the son of John Theobald & Hannah Baker. He 

died in 1870 and was buried on 10th Jan 1870 in Lexden, Colchester, aged 66 years.  

 



Dave’s great great grandmother Anne (surname is possibly Percivall but this cannot be 

confirmed as yet) was born c1808 in Witham, Essex. Her parents are currently unknown. She 

died in 1887 and was buried on 30th November 1887 in St Leonard’s Church, Lexden, Colchester, 

aged 79 years. I have been unable to find Anne’s baptism record as yet. 

 

James & Anne were married on 14th May 1824 in Layer De La Haye. 

 

In 1841 James & family were living at St John’s Green, St Giles, Colchester and James was 

working as a servant. By 1851 they had moved to Lexden Street, Colchester and James was still 

a servant. In 1861 they were living in the same place, but James had changed his occupation to 

groom.  

 

By 1871 James had died and Anne was living at cottage number 44, Lexden Street, Colchester 

with her son Frederick and granddaughter Florence L Cansdale. In 1881 Anne was living in 

Alexandra Road, Colchester Holy Trinity and was an annuitant (someone who received an annual 

payment from a something like a trust from her dead husband, although I cannot find a probate 

record for him). Her granddaughter Florence is still living with her, along with a general servant 

(so her annuity must have been a decent amount of money!). 

 

James & Anne had eight children: 

 Louisa born c1828 and died in 1829, Layer de la Haye 

 Elizabeth born c1831 in Layer de la Haye 

 Eliza born c1834 in Layer de la Haye 

 Louisa born c1835 (unsure whether this was Layer de la Haye or Colchester) 

 James born c1840 (unsure whether this was Layer de la Haye or Colchester) 

 Henry born c1842 in St Giles, Colchester 

 George born c1844 in St Giles, Colchester 

 Frederick James born c1849 in Lexden, Colchester (see above, generation 4) 

 

 

Generation 5 – Dave Melton’s 2 x Great Grandparents (4): 

 

John Appleby & Emma Rudd 

 
Dave’s great great grandfather, John Appleby, was born on 10th June 1816 and baptised on 14th 

July 1816 in St Leonard’s, Lexden, Colchester. He died on 18th January 1879 and was buried on 

23rd Jan 1879 in Lexden, Colchester aged 62 years. A probate record for John shows he had a 

personal estate of £85 and the probate was proved by his son, Edward Joseph, a chemist who 

was then living in Bath (this would be worth £4,100 in today’s money) 

 

In 1841 John is living with his father & sister on Lexden Street, Colchester and is listed as a 

farmer. 

 

Dave’s great great grandmother, Emma Rudd, was born c1816 in Norwich, Norfolk. She died in 

1889 and was buried on 1st April 1889 in Lexden, Colchester aged 73 years. 

 



Emma’s first husband was Jeremiah Abraham Burrell who was born c1817 in Norwich, and died in 

1844. He was buried on 25th July 1844 in Lexden, Colchester.  

 

Emma & Jeremiah were married in 1838 in Norwich and in 1841 they were living in Lexden 

Street, Colchester. He was a National School Master and she a National School Mistress. They 

had three children: 

 Emma Elisa born c1840 in Norwich 

 Mary Ann Lois born c1841 in Lexden, Colchester 

 John Charles born c1844 in Lexden, Colchester 

 

Emma married John Appleby in 1847 in Colchester. 

 

In 1851 John & Emma were living on Lexden Street, Colchester. He was a National School 

Master and she was a National School Mistress. This needs more research but it could relate to 

the National School in Lexden. They had Emma’s children from her previous marriage living with 

them. Emma Elisa is listed as an organist and Charles is a school teacher. In 1861 they were 

living at the Post Office, Lexden Street, still National School Master & Mistress with Emma, 

Mary & John Burrell still living with them. In 1871 they were living at house number 65, Lexden 

Street and he is now a Certified Schoolmaster and she a school mistress. In 1881 Emma is living 

with her daughter and is a widow. 

 

John & Emma had five children: 

 Edward Joseph born c1849 in Lexden 

 Eleanor Eliza born c1851 in Lexden (see above, generation 4) 

 Fanny born c1853 in Lexden 

 Kate born c1855 in Lexden 

 Frederick born c1858 in Lexden 

 

 

Generation 6 – Dave Melton’s 3 x Great Grandparents (1): 

 

George Melton & Elizabeth Thrower 

 
 

Dave’s 3 x great grandfather, George Melton, was born on 9th October 1788 in Pakenham, 

Suffolk and was baptised on 13th October 1788 in Pakenham, the son of Richard & Margaret 

Melton. He died in 1873 and was buried on 14th February 1873 in St Mary’s Church, Pakenham 

aged 84 years. 

 

Dave’s 3 x great grandmother, Elizabeth Thrower, was born c1790 in Suffolk (exact place 

unknown). She died in 1842 and was buried on 28th October 1842 in St Mary’s Church, Pakenham 

aged 52 years. 

 

George & Elizabeth were married on 28th January 1814 in Pakenham. 

  

In 1841 they were living in Bridge Street, Pakenham and George was a gardener. In 1851 George, 

now widowed, was still living in Bridge Street and was an agricultural labourer. In 1861 he had 



the same occupation, but was living in The Street, Pakenham, but by 1871 had moved back to 

Bridge Street. By this time he was a pauper. 

 

George & Elizabeth had one child: 

 George born c1815 in Pakenham (see above, generation 5) 

 

 

Generation 6 – Dave Melton’s 3 x Great Grandparents (2): 

 

John Palmer 

 
Dave’s 3 x great grandfather was John Palmer. Little is known of him, except that in 1840, when 

his daughter Mary Ann got married (see generation 5), he was a Shepherd. 

 

 

Generation 6 – Dave Melton’s 3 x Great Grandparents (3): 

 

Joseph Beales & Rose Gant 

 
Dave’s 3 x great grandfather, Joseph Beales, was born in 1801 and baptised on 25th January 

1801 in Barningham, Suffolk, the son of Henry & Mary Beales. He died in 1867 and was buried on 

12th September 1867 in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Bardwell, Suffolk aged 66 years 

 

Dave’s 3 x great grandmother, Rose Gant, was born c1803 in Bardwell, Suffolk. She died in 

1871 and was buried on 19th October 1871 in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Bardwell aged 68 

years. Nothing is known of her parents. 

 

Joseph & Rose were married on 16th May 1826 in Bardwell. 

 

In 1841 & 1851 they were living in Nox/Know Lane, Bardwell and Joseph was an agricultural 

labourer. By 1861 they were living in Rabbitt’s Square, Bardwell and Joseph was still an 

agricultural labourer. 

 

Joseph & Rose had three children: 

 John born c1828 in Bardwell (see above, generation 5) 

 William born c1838 

 Susan born c1840 

 

Generation 6 – Dave Melton’s 3 x Great Grandparents (4): 

 

Samuel Jackaman/Jackerman & Mary 
 

Dave’s 3 x great grandfather, Samuel Jackaman/Jackerman, was born c1791 in Suffolk (exact 

place unknown). He died in 1844 and was buried on 5th April 1844 in St Mary’s Church, 

Mendlesham, Suffolk aged 53 years. 



 

Dave’s 3 x great grandmother, Mary (surname unknown) was born c1790 in Mendlesham. She 

died in 1871 and was buried on 7th April 1871 in St Mary’s Church, Mendlesham aged 81 years. 

 

In 1841 they were living at Bartholomew Close, Mendlesham, and Samuel was an agricultural 

labourer. By 1851 Mary, now a widow, was living by The Green, Bardwell, Suffolk with her 

daughter Caroline & her family. In 1861 Mary was back in Mendlesham living in Back Street and 

was listed as a labourer’s widow. 

 

It is not known when Samuel & Mary married, but they had four children: 

 Mary born c1822  

 Eliza born c1826 

 Caroline born c1828 in Mendlesham (see above, generation 5) 

 Harriett born c1830 

 

 

Generation 6 – Dave Melton’s 3 x Great Grandparents (5): 

 

John Theobald & Hannah Baker 
 

Dave’s 3 x great grandfather was John Theobald who was born c1766 in Essex. There is a 

possible baptism record for John in Layer de la Haye on 19th March 1769 in Layer de la Haye, 

but the surname is listed as Tibbald. This does sound similar to Theobald when said out loud and 

so could be a mis-spelling, as there are no other Theobald’s listed in the Layer de la Haye 

records until 1791. John died in 1852 in Layer de la Haye aged 86 years.  

 

If the Tibbald records are the correct ones, John’s parents were John & Mary Tibbald and he 

had two sisters – Mary baptised 1771 and Rebecca baptised 1774. It is not possible to prove if 

these are the Theobald family or not though. 

 

Dave’s 3 x great grandmother, Hannah Baker, was born c1772 in Layer de la Haye, Essex and 

was baptised on 17th May 1772, the daughter of Ely & Mary Baker. She died in 1831 and was 

buried on 23rd November 1831 in Layer de la Haye aged 59 years.  

 

They married on 29th September 1790 in Layer de la Haye.  

 

In 1841 & 1851 the widowed John lived in Layer de la Haye and was a shoemaker. On his 

children’s baptism records he was listed as a Cordwainer, which was a shoemaker/cobbler. 

 

John & Hannah had eleven children: 

 Rebecca baptised in 1791 in Layer de la Haye & died c1800 in Layer de la Haye 

 Hannah baptised in 1799 in Layer de la Haye & died in 1800 in Layer de la Haye 

 Samuel baptised in 1801 in Layer de la Haye & died in 1809 in Layer de la Haye 

 Charles baptised in 1801 in Layer de la Haye  

 James baptised in 1803 in Layer de la Haye (see above, generation 5) 

 Mary baptised in 1807 in Layer de la Haye 

 Joseph baptised in 1810 in Layer de la Haye 

 Hannah baptised in 1810 in Layer de la Haye 



 George baptised in 1814 in Layer de la Haye 

 Samuel baptised in 1814 in Layer de la Haye 

 Emma baptised in 1816 in Layer de la Haye 

 

It is unlikely that those children estimated to be born in the same year are twins. It is more 

likely that they have been baptised at the same time, but born in different years. It is not 

possible to confirm their years of birth though. 

 

 

Generation 6 – Dave Melton’s 3 x Great Grandparents (6): 

 

Joseph Appleby & Mary (possibly Root) 
 

Dave’s 3 x great grandfather, Joseph Appleby, was born c1781 in Essex, but the exact place and 

his parents are unknown. No details of his death are known. 

  

Dave’s 3 x great grandmother was Mary, surname possibly Root. It is not known where or when 

she was born or died, or who her parents were. 

 

No details of their marriage have been found as yet, but they had six children: 

 Joseph born 1805 in Lexden, Essex 

 James born 1807 in Lexden 

 Mary Ann born 1810 in Lexden 

 Louisa born 1813 in Lexden 

 John born 1816 in Lexden (see above, generation 5) 

 Eliza born 1820 in Lexden 

 

On the children’s baptism records from 1813, 1816 & 1820, Joseph is listed with an occupation 

of Husbandsman. In 1841 he is listed as a farmer living on Lexden Street, Colchester. 

 

 

Generation 6 – Dave Melton’s 3 x Great Grandparents (7): 

 

John Rudd & Ann (tbc) 
 

No other details are known of John & Ann Rudd at this point in time. Their daughter was: 

 

 Emma Rudd born c1816 in Norwich, Norfolk (see above, generation 5) 

 

 

Generation 7 – Dave Melton’s 4 x Great Grandparents (1): 

 

Richard Melton & Margaret Ward 
 



No details of Richard or Margaret’s date or place of birth can be confirmed. There is a possible 

baptism record for Richard Melton in 1750 in Pakenham, with parents William and Margaret or 

Catherine Melton.  

 

Stella’s research shows Richard’s parents as William Melton & Margaret Stubbing (married 

c1746) but I cannot find this marriage record. I can only find William Melton marrying a 

Catherine Stubbing in 1746. Parish records need to be checked to take this further. 

 

Richard Melton & Margaret Ward married on 25th July 1775 in Pakenham and had seven 

children: 

 Richard born 1775 in Pakenham & died 1843. He is buried in St Mary’s Church, Pakenham 

 John born c1777 in Pakenham 

 William born c1780 in Pakenham 

 Susan born c1783 in Pakenham 

 John born c1786 in Pakenham 

 George born in 1788 in Pakenham (see above, generation 6) 

 Sophy born in 1790 in Pakenham 

 

 

Generation 7 – Dave Melton’s 4 x Great Grandparents (2): 

 

Henry Beales & Mary Youngman 
 

It is not known where or when Henry & Mary were born, but they married on 7th November 1796 

in Barningham, Suffolk. 

 

They had two children: 

 Joseph born c1801 in Barningham (see above, generation 6) 

 Sarah born c1803 in Barningham 

 

 

Generation 7 – Dave Melton’s 4 x Great Grandparents (3): 

 

Ely Baker & Mary (surname unknown) 
 

It is not known where or when Ely & Mary were born or when they married, but they had three 

children: 

 Isaac born c1768 in Layer de la Haye 

 Hannah born c1772 in Layer de la Haye (see above, generation 6) 

 Anne born c1774 in Layer de la Haye 

 


